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Enhancing the

Quality of Since ARCIT’s last rail article in the May newsletter, there have been several new developments on
. the high speed rail issue.!

Life for e man sp

Rural Texans First, Texas Central Partners (TCP), the developers of the proposed high“speed rail between Dallas
and Houston has added two former public officials to its team. Former Texas Transportation Com-

| mission member, Jeff Moseley, will be TCP’s state vice president and Michael Moore, chief of staff

. to former Houston Mayor Bill White has been named regional vice president. Both will work out

TCP’s Houston office.!

|

In addition, the federal Surface Transportation Board recently indicated that since the line would only

provide intrastate passenger service between Dallas and Houston, TCP does not need Board approval

for the project, and also dismissed TCP’s request for a ruling to!assess the value of properties along a

possible train route! that is not to be considered as part of the construction process. A move that

might have blocked!landowners from challenging the company's authority to employ eminent do-

main. However, the Board dismissed both petitions because the project was outside its jurisdic-

tion.!Thus, the project will now fall under state jurisdiction; just in time for the next legislative ses-

sion.!

'RXOG \RX OUNH WR _ . _ _
Texans Against High Speed Rail, one of the entities that submitted comments to the Board against

KHOS VSRQVHR Lj|‘C|ﬁ’s'1?légtion, has indicated preference to the Board’s decision citing the “best place for the citizens

be hgard is the State Capitol”. !
JLRQDO FRQI g)‘me@aﬁtn ¢l p

\RXU FRPPXQ|l Wkl officials and!residentsin!both Houston and Dallas have shown strong support for the rail pro-
<RX FDQ FR Q[iesk it residents of the rural counties along the planned route remain opposed. Last legislative ses-

sion, state lawmakers who represent the rural areas, tried to pass measures blocking the project, but
$5&,7 ([HFXWBYhE) were unsuccessful.!!

'LUHFWRU 'D_. o . o . . .
TCP_is expected to promote legislation this coming session clarifying the right of eminent domain, in

O0D\HU O0D\ILH® armDs¥Ming up a potentially strong rural versus urban fight.!
NDUD#DUFRRWI[JRU

J
ARCIT will continue to assist its membership with this ongoing fight.!
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FRPPXQLWLHN \afibus water experts, government agencies and Texas’ citizens, have been collaborating to develop
7H[DV a comprehensive water plan for Texas. The plan is to ensure Texans have enough water in the future
to sustain cities and rural communities, farms and ranches, homes and businesses while preserving
agricultural and natural resources. As the population in Texas continues at a rapid growth, the 2017
State Water Plan provides a roadmap for how to address potential water needs. The information in !

the plan is critical to ensuring that Texas has adequate and affordable water supplies for current and future generations. !
|

;I'he 2017 State Water Plan working document is located on the Texas Water Development Board’s website at http://

www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/swp/2017/. !
]

In January 2017, it will be finalized for publication and distribution.!
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The Law Firm of McCreary, Veselka, Bragg & Allen, P.C. is an established leader in providing professional, effective delinquent tax
and non"tax related collection programs. MVBA’s entire staff of collection professionals is dedicated to serving the needs of our
clients with the utmost in personal service, technical support, professionalism and integrity.!
!
MVBA develops a comprehensive collection program tailored to meet your specific needs. Our experience in designing and imple-
menting successful collection programs in the areas of delinquent property tax collection, court fines and fees, and account receiva-
bles maximizes revenues for our clients during these times of ever tightening budgets.!
|
Areas of Practice --
e  Collection Programs:!

" Delinquent Property Tax Collections!

" Court Fines & Fees!
" Accounts Receivable! McCreary, Veselka, Bragg & Allan!

" Higher Education Receivables! (‘éggogz éoggggf‘s throughout Texas)!
Appraisal District Repre_sentatlon & Litigation! www.mvbal aw.bom |
Bankruptcy Representation!
Property Value Study Appeals!
Education for Tax Professionals!
Trial and Appellate Litigation !
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;I'exas law required voters to show one of seven different photo IDs, including a driver's license and a passport. IThe lawsuit
against the new requirements included evidence that up to 600,000 eligible voters didn't have any of the necessary IDs. !
|

A federal appeals court has ruled that Texas’ voter!ID law must be weakened before the
November elections because it discriminates against minorities and the poor.!

!

In response, Texas'agreed to relax!its new voter ID law ahead of November's election, al-
lowing voters there to cast ballots this fall even if they do not have one of the required pho-

‘l; e

Therefore, Under Texas' proposed new version, the forms of acceptable IDs have been expanded to include things like a utility bill,
bank statement or any other government document that includes a voter's name and address.!

!

!

1122 Colorado St. Ste. 102

Austin, Texas 78701
www.arcit.org



http://www.cbsnews.com/news/appeals-court-texas-voter-id-law-violates-voting-rights-act-discriminatory/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/appeals-court-texas-voter-id-law-violates-voting-rights-act-discriminatory/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas-will-soften-voter-id-law-before-november-election/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/appeals-court-texas-voter-id-law-discriminates-against-minorities-poor/
http://www.mvbalaw.com/practice/index.html
http://www.mvbalaw.com/practice/fines_fees.html
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http://www.mvbalaw.com/practice/ad_rep_litigation.html
http://www.mvbalaw.com/practice/bankruptcy.html
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tel:%28800%29%20369-9000
http://mvbalaw.com/
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The ARCIT annual conference will take place at the Hyatt Regency Hill Country resort in San e *he
Antonio this year, on Oct. 25" — Oct. 27" It will be a 2 % day conference filled with keynotes, SGV

agency roundtables, breakout sessions, industry expert roundtables, networking, and discussing issues \
impacting our communities that will come up during the 85™!legislative session including best prac- DG“e.

tices for our communities. !
|

ARCIT Annual Membership Conference:
Tuesday, October 25" — Thursday, October 27"
Hyatt Regency Hill Country Resort /
San Antonio, Texas o

Accommodations will include a limited number of rooms at a rate of $120.00/ night. Hotel rooms will go fast so book today and
don’t delay! The passkey assigned to make room reservations is https://resweb.passkey.com/go/RuralCommunities or by calling 1
(888) 421"1442, and book under the Association of Rural Communities in Texas, ARCIT. The deadline to book a reservation
is!Friday September 30. !

I

You can register online at'www.arcit.org under the “Annual & Regional Conference” tab. Eady registration ends September 23rd.

tnvited quests and Agencies inclue:

The Honorable George P. Bush, Commissioner, Texas General Land Office ***CONFIRMED***!
Commissioner Julian Alvarez 111 —Texas Workforce Commission ***CONFIRMED***!
Governor’s Office of Economic Development and Tourism **CONFIRMED**!

Texas Department of Agriculture — CDBG and Rural Affairs Programs ** CONFIRMED**!

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality ** CONFIRMED**!

Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs** CONFIRMED**!

Texas Workforce Commission ** CONFIRMED**!

Other key legislative leaders and regulatory agencies !

<$+2%D.(%*A,,%0+IP%>%2(0Q |

To understand rollback taxes, it is important to understand certain exemptions offered by local property taxing authorities, for
example, the agricultural exemption or the "ag" exemption.! Basically, a landowner who grows timber, raises cattle, grows a
crop, etc., on their land for a certain number of years can file an application with the applicable county to be considered an agri-
cultural producer, entitling the land owner to a property tax break.! It is also important to note that an applying landowner need
not be in engaged in an agricultural business to be entitled to such an exemption.! For example, a landowner could!simply lease
their land to a farmer, timber grower!or rancher.!

|

Exempt land is subject to a special tax, applicable at the time the use of the land changes.! This is what is called a rollback

tax.! Essentially, the rollback tax is the difference between the amount!the landowner owed in property taxes and the amount!the
landowner!would have owed had there been no exemption, forleach of the five tax years!preceding the change in use.! As most
can imagine, that can be a very large tax.!

|

The issue of rollback taxes often arises in the context of a purchase or sale of real property.! Agricultural valuation and the roll-
back provision have been under scrutiny at the State Capitol for many legislative sessions. Approximately 10 bills relating to the
issue were filed last session, but none of them made it to the floor. Instead, the legislature was charged with studying the issue
during the interim.!

I

Therefore, House and Senate interim committee are evaluating the appraisal of agricultural land for taxation and related issues,
including the change"of"use “rollback” provision. These committee are also responsible for examining the impact of the current
appraisal system of agricultural land for taxation on rural economic development.!

|

Committee reports stating the findings will be published in the next few months leading up to the legislative session. The out-
come of the studies recommendations will then determine what legislation may be filed in regards to roll back taxes.!

!

I


https://resweb.passkey.com/go/RuralCommunities
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Tentative Agenda for 2016 ARCIT Conference

Tuesday, October 25!
12:00pm — 2:00pm !
1

;2:00pm —-2:30pm!
é:sopm —-3:15pm!
!3:30pm "4:15pm !

SP B!
il:sopm —-5:15pm!
:5:30pm —6:15pm!

6:30pm — 7:30pm!

2016 ARCIT Annual Conference
"#$%&' ()*( Y"#$%&'()+(
- H#(,/00(1$23#'-(4&53'#((
6.3(73#%53/$(
www.ARCIT.org !
Registration / Mix & Mingle / Check"In to Resort !
Welcome Remarks!

Keynote Speaker !

Rural and Small Communities Working to Solve Their Communities Problems: !
What Tools are in the Toolbox? What Can We Add to the Toolbox? !

!

Cost Savings While Improving Your Communities Infrastructure!
What Types of Federal / State Grants Can Help Our Community!
Local Partners Helping Our Communities to Grow!

Evening Reception with ARCIT Members / Sponsors / Invited Guests / Candidates!
|

Wednesday, October 26" !

8:00am — 9:00am !
!

9:00am — 9:45am!
!

10:00am - 10:45am !
!

11:00am - 11:45am !
!
12:00pm - 12:30pm !
1

12:30pm — 1:15pm !
! ! !

1:30pm — 2:15pm !
! ! !
!
2:30pm - 3:00pm !
I

3:00pm — 3:45pm !
!
4:00pm — 4:45pm !
|

5:00pm — 5:45pm !
|

ARCIT Member Breakfast / Visit with Sponsors and Sponsor Tables !
Invited Keynote Speaker!

Agency Breakout 1!

Agency Breakout 2 !

Buffet Lunch !

Keynote Address: Commissioner Juan Alvarez!

Texas Workforce Commission !
|

Keynote Address: The Honorable Geo@e P. Bush!
Texas Land Commissioner!

Break / Visit with Sponsors and Sponsor Tables!
Agency Breakout 3!
Agency Breakout 4!
Agency Breakout 5!

Networking & Dinner on Your Own!

é:OOpm —8:00pm!
!

$JULFXOWXUH 7H[DV :RUNIRUFH &RPPLVVLRQ 7H[DV &
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Tewntative Agenda for 2016 ARCIT Conference (con't.)

Thursday, October 27"

8:30am —9:15am !
|

9:30am — 10:15am !
!
10:30am "11:15am !

!
11:15am - 12:00pm !
|

iZ:OOpm —1:15pm !
!

1:30pm - 2:15pm !
! ! !

[
2:30pm — 3:15pm !
! ! !

!
3:30pm !! !

Expert Industry Breakout Session 1!
Expert Industry Breakout Session 2 !

Expert Industry Breakout Session 3!

'KDW 5HVRXUFHV DUH $YDLODEOH WR <RXU &RPPXQLW\ LQ $LGL
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&ORXG 7THFKQRORJ\ $VVLVWLQJ <RXU &RPPXQLW\

30DQQLQJ )LQODQFLQJ DQG 0DQDJLQJ 3URMHFWYV LQ <RXU &RPP
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1HZ ODUNHWV #RPDQUHG6WWWH 107& 3URJUDP ,QFHQWLYL]H ,QYH\
<HV LW &DQ

$GGLWLRQDO WRSLFV ZLOO EH DGGHG

Break / Visit with Sponsors / Check"Out of Hotel Room !
85" Legislative Priorities and Public Policy Discussion — Goals and Priorities!

Track 1: Legislative Chief of Staff Interactive Panel !
Track 2: Emergency Management Panel !

Track 2: Legislative Chief of Staff Interactive Panel !
Track 1: Emergency Management Panel !

Conclusion of ARCIT 2016 Annual Conference!

D.(YRK48422"6#%(G+",0%H.AG%D*EB>QQQ

Please make sure to add kara@arcit.org to your contacts or safe mail list, so you can receive
timely ARCIT email notifications. You may also consider checking your SPAM or CLUTTER
folder to make sure ARCIT emails are arriving in your inbox.

grace@arcit.org kris@arcit.org

kara@arcit.org
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Member Resources

GrantWorks, Inc.!

2201 Northland Drive!
Austin, Texas 78756!

(512) 420"0303!
http://www.grantworks.net!

GrantWorks

Oy Tech Cumulus!

e 7104 Stone Ledge Circle!
Tech Cumulus Austin, Texas 78736!
512.796.7942!
http://www.techcumulus.com!

Texas Star Alliance!
TEXAS STAR ALLIANCE 1122 Colorado St. Ste. 102!

Austin, Texas 78701!

(512) 381"1300!

http://
www.texasstaralliance.com!

FETROSPALESETTER Petros Pacesetter!

300 W 6th St.Ste. 1540!
Austin, Texas 78701!

(512) 599"9022!
http://www.petrospartners.com!

Traylor & Associates, Inc.!
201 Cambridge Rd.!

Tyler, TX 75703!

(903) 581"0500!
http://grtraylor.com!

&%§9¥.Ara

M McCreary, Veselka, Bragg & Allan!
(various locations throughout Texas)!
800) 369"9000!
www.mvbalaw.com !

IKSA

KSA Engineers!

(various locations throughout Texas)!
(877) 572"3647!
http://www.ksaeng.com/!

m
Development Center Network
|

Bluebonnet 155 Electric Ave.!
Bastrop, Texas 78602!

(888) 622"2583!

https://
www.bluebonnetelectric.coop!

( Bluebonnet Electric Co-Op!

Linebarger Goggan Blair &
OEE1I Sampson, LLC!
(various locations throughout
Texas)!
(800) 262"7229!
http://www.lgbs.com!

A Century Link!
v S (see website for location
N
. &contact details)!
CenturyLink™ hitp://www.centurylink.com!
!

Flashback Data!
4029 S Capital of Texas Hwy ,Ste 224!
flashback data® Austin, TX 78704!
Data Recovery & Computer Forensics (866) 786"5700!
http://www.flashbackdata.com!

Terra Pave International!
TERRA PAVE Austin Technology Incubator!

3925 W. Braker Ln!
“ Austin, Texas 78759!

(512) 655"3550!

http://terrapaveinternational.com!

PerdueBrandonFielde 1(

Perdue Brandon Fielder Collins & Mott, LLP!
I(various locations throughout Texas)!
http://www.pbfcm.com/index.html!

Southwest TX Border Small Business Develop-
ment Network!

5XUDO %XVLQHVY 3URJUDP
501 W. Cesar E Chavez, San Antonio, Texas 78207!
210) 458"2450!
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